
28th June 2020 
St Peter & St Paul Patronal Festival 

3rd Sunday after Trinity 

Service Sheet 

Online Services Only  
Church closed until further notice 

 

Facebook 
Old Brampton Church’s Facebook page and Archdeacon Carol’s Facebook page are 

accessible to all – you don’t need a Facebook account or to be signed in.  

For Old Brampton, Simply enter this URL into your browser: 
www.facebook.com/oldbramptonchurch  

It's like a magazine of news, information, service videos, photos, links and comments. 
Please do take a look and keep visiting. 

 

Church of England Website Coronavirus Guidance and Prayer 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-

churches#prayer-and-liturgy 

Services Live and Recordings  
For Sunday 28th June, Archdeacon Carol will conduct a Facebook Live Service 

with the assistance of Martin and Clara: 

Archdeacon Carol’s services and reflections from previous weeks can be viewed 

here: https://www.facebook.com/ArchChesterfield  - You don’t need a Facebook 
account to view them. 

Rev’d. Janet’s and Kate’s Services: 
26th April - https://youtu.be/KQTUVYOkFQg 3rd May - https://youtu.be/1P_NmRB8IpI 

17th May - https://youtu.be/RgYQ8uoj_E0  24th May - https://youtu.be/jcs8Vcfakjo  

7th June – https://youtu.be/4ABhUXuDf8I , 14th June - https://youtu.be/rQ3488skRoQ 
21st June - https://youtu.be/dZyRLm95Qag  

and 2nd April Compline service - https://youtu.be/lJmg2bSaJvI 

 
Other local services - The Crooked Spire’s service(s) available here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDrGU56c59qfgQeHsWOoy1g 
Newbold’s service(s) available on their YouTube channel here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWT9vXrDSQZnnNVHLF4ITYA?view_as=subscrib

er 

Diocese of Derby – Links to Online Services in the Diocese: 
https://derby.anglican.org/en/news/events-and-training/parish-events/derbyshire-

church-events.html?fbclid=IwAR2Y88YQLe4xABvKt5_R8T8Y-Wr0l5zh41-

JWIhmGw5ZeOsdDE3JyDnN1KA 

 

Chesterfield Parish Church is open for PRIVATE PRAYER  
10.00 – 12.00 Monday to Saturday. Please pray for those making this possible and 

for churches not able to be open safely. 

http://www.facebook.com/oldbramptonchurch
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches#prayer-and-liturgy
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches#prayer-and-liturgy
https://www.facebook.com/ArchChesterfield
https://youtu.be/KQTUVYOkFQg
https://youtu.be/1P_NmRB8IpI
https://youtu.be/RgYQ8uoj_E0
https://youtu.be/jcs8Vcfakjo
https://youtu.be/4ABhUXuDf8I
https://youtu.be/rQ3488skRoQ
https://youtu.be/dZyRLm95Qag
https://youtu.be/lJmg2bSaJvI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDrGU56c59qfgQeHsWOoy1g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWT9vXrDSQZnnNVHLF4ITYA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWT9vXrDSQZnnNVHLF4ITYA?view_as=subscriber
https://derby.anglican.org/en/news/events-and-training/parish-events/derbyshire-church-events.html?fbclid=IwAR2Y88YQLe4xABvKt5_R8T8Y-Wr0l5zh41-JWIhmGw5ZeOsdDE3JyDnN1KA
https://derby.anglican.org/en/news/events-and-training/parish-events/derbyshire-church-events.html?fbclid=IwAR2Y88YQLe4xABvKt5_R8T8Y-Wr0l5zh41-JWIhmGw5ZeOsdDE3JyDnN1KA
https://derby.anglican.org/en/news/events-and-training/parish-events/derbyshire-church-events.html?fbclid=IwAR2Y88YQLe4xABvKt5_R8T8Y-Wr0l5zh41-JWIhmGw5ZeOsdDE3JyDnN1KA


Guidance on Church re-opening is 
expected from the Diocese next week 

The Recruitment of a new Vicar 
Please pray that we are able to proceed in as timely a manner as possible. Pray for 

Old Brampton’s Parish Representatives, Anne Farrow and Lynne Dawson, for Julie 
Ferreday and John Rushby from Barlow and for David Riley and Agnes Tranter from 

Loundsley Green who, together with our Area Dean and Archdeacon will form the 
interviewing panel to interview two short-listed applicants on 30th June.  

Prayers and Readings for the  

Patronal Festival of St Peter & St Paul 28th June 2nd  

are included in Archdeacon Carol’s service  

 

Kate’s Reflection - Sunday 28th June 2020 – 3rd Sunday after 

Trinity – Matthew 10 verses 40 - end 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable 

in thy sight, O Lord our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

When someone has been away perhaps on a honeymoon, a long holiday, a long stay 

in hospital or for any other reason, family and friends get together to celebrate and 

display ‘Welcome’ signs as they have missed the person and want to welcome them 
back. The person they are welcoming back feels loved and wanted. When we go into 

a building, whether it is a Hotel, a School, or a business, we are normally greeted by 
a Receptionist, whose smile instantly makes us feel welcome. They are approachable, 

friendly and considerate and with the explanation of where everything is, or directions 

of where we need to go, we feel relaxed, comfortable and at home.  

As disciples of Christ, we need to be approachable, friendly and considerate, but are 

we always welcoming?  

I remember watching an episode of ‘Doctors’ where the local church were holding a 

coffee morning. People were serving, sat at tables, talking and socialising. A man 

scruffily dressed (looking like a tramp) walked slowly into the church and sat, 
slouched in a corner. No one came to him so he sat and watched what was going on. 

He got up and went to look at the notice board and still no one came to him. He then 

turned round and slowly walked out of the church and went home. 

Next week, he returned to the coffee morning but this time showing that he was a 

Vicar as he was wearing a white collar. Within seconds people were coming up and 
talking to him. The point that the programme was trying to get across was that we 

need to be welcoming no matter what the situation, who the person is, their 

occupation, their circumstances, creed, race or colour.  

What would happen if we were not welcoming? Would Jesus have been born if the 

blessed Virgin Mary did not welcome the news from the Angel Gabriel with quiet 
dignity and acceptance of having a child? Would Jesus have been killed if Mary and 

Joseph did not welcome the Three Kings and accept their gifts with dignity and 

respect. (The Kings returned home via a different route).  



Looking at Matthew 10, Jesus is teaching the disciples how to live. He has given them 
healing powers and authority over unclean spirits, given them their marching orders 

and warns that they may face persecution. He tells them not to fear the person who 
can kill the body, but rather to fear God who has power over body and soul. He then 

assures them of God’s love and promises to acknowledge before the Father anyone 

who acknowledges Jesus before people and warns that he has not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. Jesus now promises reward to those who welcome/receive a 

prophet or a righteous person, but this could result in high risk as Jesus has already 

explained that they will face dangers including persecution and rejection by their own 
families and that they cannot expect comfort or safety as they go about carrying out 

their commission.  

If we welcome people into our lives there may be financial cost as we provide food 

and accommodation for them, personal cost that they may have different values, 

invade our personal space and limit our privacy?  

Welcoming strangers could cause danger as we may be caught in the crossfire of their 

personal upbringing, problems, lifestyle and relationships.   

Jesus assures us that those who received him while he walked this earth’s pathways 

will certainly be rewarded for their service to him, but we are eligible for the same 

rewards if we receive his prophets, righteous persons, and little ones today. The 
person of ordinary means and the person of great means are both promised a 

prophet’s reward for receiving a prophet. 

The smallest gift to the smallest disciple brings its reward. Just as God knows and 

cares about every hair of our heads, so also God knows every generous act on behalf 

of the faithful. Such gifts are counted as gifts to Jesus—and gifts to Jesus are counted 
as gifts to the Father. Jesus therefore establishes a direct line of blessing from the 

smallest disciple to God. 

Jesus says that welcoming the Son is the equivalent of welcoming the Father, and 
welcoming the prophet earns the host a prophet’s reward. Jesus welcomes us into his 

heart so we should welcome people into ours. We can learn so much by welcoming 

other people, learning about them, their experience, their faith and their gifts.  

I used the illustration earlier referring to the tramp who was ignored when he went 

into the church. What would have happened and how would we have felt, if the tramp 

was Jesus? 

Amen. 

Derbyshire to feature in BBC 

Songs of Praise episode 
 

BBC Songs of Praise has confirmed that they are filming an episode in and around 

Derbyshire, which it plans to air on Sunday, 19 July. The episode will include an 

interview with Revd Mike Gilbert from Eyam Parish Church. 

 

 

 



Livestream Service for the Patronal Festival of St Peter and St 

Paul June 28th 2020 

The Greeting 

 Rejoice, people of God, praise the Lord. 
Let us keep the feast in honour of all God’s Saints. 

May the joy and peace of heaven be with you. 

Hymn Lord of the Church we pray for our renewing  
        (497 A&M Tune Londonderry Air Words Timothy Dudley Smith) 

  
Lord of the Church, we pray for our 

renewing: 

Christ over all, our undivided aim. 
Fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing, 

wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame! 

We turn to Christ amid our fear and 
failing, 

the will that lacks the courage to be free, 
the weary labours, all but unavailing, 

to bring us nearer what a church should 

be. 

Lord of the Church, we long for our 

uniting, 

true to one calling, by one vision stirred; 
one cross proclaiming and one creed 

reciting, 

one in the truth of Jesus and his word. 
So lead us on; till toil and trouble ended, 

one Church triumphant one new song 
shall sing, 

to praise his glory, risen and ascended, 

Christ over all, the everlasting King! 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

All  Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Invitation to confession 

 Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the Saints in 
earth and heaven.  

Knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us ask from him both mercy and 
forgiveness. 

Confession 

All  Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 Absolution 

 The president says 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

  
 
Peruvian Gloria .  Please stand to sing  
  

Cantor: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father  

All: Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father  
To God be glory forever 

All: To God be glory forever. 
Alleluia, amen. 

All: Alleluia, amen. 

Alleluia amen, alleluia amen. 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God Son of the Father  

All: Repeat as verse 1  
  

Glory to God , Glory to God glory to the spirit  
All: Repeat as verse 1  

  

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul 

glorified you in their death as in their life: grant that your Church, 
inspired by their teaching and example, and made one by your Spirit, 

may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading Zechariah 4.1-6a,10b-14 

1The angel who talked with me came again, and wakened me, as one is 

wakened from sleep. 2He said to me, ‘What do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see a 
lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it; there are seven lamps on 

it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of it. 3And by it 
there are two olive trees, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its 

left.’ 4I said to the angel who talked with me, ‘What are these, my lord?’ 
5Then the angel who talked with me answered me, ‘Do you not know what 
these are?’ I said, ‘No, my lord.’ 6He said to me, 10‘These seven are the eyes 

of the LORD, which range through the whole earth.’ 11Then I said to him, 
‘What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?’ 



12And a second time I said to him, ‘What are these two branches of the olive 
trees, which pour out the oil through the two golden pipes?’ 13He said to me, 

‘Do you not know what these are?’ I said, ‘No, my lord.’ 14Then he said, 
‘These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading Acts 12.1-11 

1King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. 2He 
had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 3After he saw that it 

pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the 
festival of Unleavened Bread.) 4When he had seized him, he put him in 

prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 

intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. 5While Peter was 
kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. 

6The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with 
two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the 

door were keeping watch over the prison. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord 

appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke 
him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. 8The angel 

said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he 
said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ 9Peter went out and 

followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s 

help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10After they had passed 
the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into 

the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and 

walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to 
himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and 

rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people 
were expecting.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn Thou art the Christ, O Lord  
 (321 A&M Tune Love Unknown Ireland Words William How)  

 

Thou art the Christ, O Lord, 
The Son of God, most high!" 

Forever be adored, 

That Name in earth and sky. 
In which, tho' mortal strength may fail, 

The saints of God at last prevail! 

2 Oh, surely he was blest, 
With blessedness unpriced, 

Who taught of God, confessed 

The Godhead in the Christ! 
For of Thy Church, Lord, Thou didst own 

Thy saint a true foundation-stone. 
  



Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

I do not call you servants but friends, 
because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. John 15.15 

 

All:  Alleluia. 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew . 

All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 16.13-19 

13When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some 

say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16Simon 
Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 17And Jesus 

answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Reflection  

The Creed 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

All:  We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 

with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
  



Prayers of Intercession 

Encouraged by our fellowship with all the saints, 

let us make our prayers to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Please respond after: Lord, have mercy. 

All:  Christ, have mercy. 

Almighty God, 
you have built your Church upon the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets, 

with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone: 
so join us together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, 

that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace 

We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God, 
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those who were 

far off and those who were near. 

cf Ephesians 2.17,19 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All:  and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

Chant Bread is Blessed and Broken (429 A&M  Bell and Maule )  

1. Bread is blessed and broken, Wine is blessed and poured: 

 Take this and remember Christ the Lord. 
 

2. Share the food of heaven Earth cannot afford. 
 Here is grace in essence -Christ the Lord. 

 

3. Know yourself forgiven, Find yourself restored,  
 Meet a friend for ever -Christ the Lord. 

 
4. God has kept his promise Sealed by sign and word: 

 Here, for those who want him - Christ the Lord. 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  

Father, accept all we bring before you this day. 

Guide us with your love and feed us at your table 

as you nourish the faith of the Church 
by the preaching of your apostles Peter and Paul. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



The Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Lord be with you 

All:  and also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death. And 

now we give you thanks for the glorious pledge of the hope of our calling 
which you have given us in St Peter and St Paul; 

that, by following their example and strengthened by their fellowship 

we may run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
and  join with them in Heaven’s song . 

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven. 

To the darkness Jesus came as your light. With signs of faith and words of 

hope he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 

This is his story. 

All:  This is our song: 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

The crowds came out to see your Son,yet at the end they turned on him. 

On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends to celebrate 
the freedom of your people. 

This is his story. 

All:  This is our song: 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; he took bread, gave thanks, broke it 
and said: This is my body, given for you all. 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; he took the cup, gave it and said: 

This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

This is our story. 

All:  This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross on 
which he died to set us free .Defying death he rose again and is alive with 

you to plead for us and all the world. 



 This is our story. 
All:  This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire .May we and all who share this food 

offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

All:  Blessing and honour and glory and power 

 be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

All:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

Minister: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
  
All:  Though we are many, we are one body, because we 

  all share in one bread. 

 
The Giving of Communion  

 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people 

All:  Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Prayer after Communion  

  Lord God, the source of truth and love, 

keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 



All:  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Hymn I, the Lord of Sea and Sky (494 A&M  Dan Schutte, based on Isaiah 6) 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 
Hear I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

 

Blessing 

God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, 
bring you, with Peter and Paul and all the saints, 

to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 

All:  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Our Diocese Together 

The Diocese is really pleased to bring you the June issue of Our Diocese Together - the 

monthly publication temporarily combining "Our Diocese" and "Together Magazine".  

We invite you to enjoy the read and to share it with your parishioners.  

St. Lawrence, Barlow 
St. Lawrence’ website contains lots of links and frequent updates from Bishop Libby and 
the Diocesan team. 

http://www.barlow-church.org.uk  

https://anglican.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1b4c83c49eb41ec82649d64e&id=22b5f9ba10&e=194e035b06
http://www.barlow-church.org.uk/


Bishop Libby ‘s Updates 
23rd June 

When I arrived in the diocese, I said my desire was that we know we are loved by Jesus 
beyond measure, and – sure in the hope that gives us – we have the courage to love 

without restraint for Jesus’ sake. This remains my prayer for us all.  

Our cumulative weariness and anxiety, built up over these past difficult months, 
undermines our security and confidence. It is very hard to keep loving, and behave 

lovingly, when we are tired, frustrated and frightened.   

If we desire to live out the love of Jesus - in our worship, in our relationships, in our daily 

lives, in our willingness to learn and change, in our witness, in our service of others - we 

need to be reminded of his love for us, rediscover the peace and hope that offers, and 
draw deeply from that well, replenishing and refreshing ourselves, that we might bring 

‘life-giving water’ to others.  

Can I encourage you to give space and time to looking for the signs of God’s love in 

Christ?   

In prayer, reading scripture, in company, in creation, in human endeavour and creativity, 
in the daily round of the world around us, we catch glimpses of the unending love made 

known in Jesus.  Even in the midst of all uncertainty and increasing discord, we can rely 

on that. And, out of the generosity of that love for us, perhaps we’ll find the strength and 

boldness to keep on loving one another.  

+Libby  

A prayer for today  

Keep us, good Lord,  

under the shadow of your mercy  
in this time of uncertainty and distress.  

Sustain and support the anxious and 
fearful,  

and lift up all who are brought low;  

that we may rejoice in your comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate us  

from your love  

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Amen. 

A prayer for God’s guidance  

Almighty Lord and everlasting God,  

we ask you to direct, sanctify and 
govern both our hearts and bodies  

in the ways of your laws and the works 
of your commandments;  

that through your most mighty 

protection, both here and ever,  
we may be preserved in body and soul;  

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  

Amen 

26th June Update: 

Living and ministering in a changing environment had become our ‘new normal’. It may 

help to face the next months, not as crisis management, but a period of measured 

transition. It is not necessary to make every change possible immediately – indeed it is 
not helpful to be so reactive and responsive.   

I encourage you to pace the next months gently, with in-built flexibility. And to make the 
time, by not trying to do everything immediately, to do some longer-term thinking. We 

don’t have to go back to how things were; there may be things we are now doing we 

want to sustain; there may be opportunity to pray and plan for a future that better 
reflects the priorities of the Kingdom of God than the past we have left behind.   

And while we are listening to God, and discerning when and how to move forward, let’s 

remind ourselves of Paul’s injunction to the Christians in Ephesus after praying that Christ 
would fill their hearts, and they would know His love without measure:  

I, therefore, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making 

every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  

+Libby 

 


